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Meeting: March 10 at 7:00 PM 

St. Marks Church  
Living With Septic & Wells 

  

President’s Message   
Residing in The West of Howard County means living with a septic system. Most people don’t know how they work or that you can 

take measures to prolong its life and minimize problems. Yes, they have a life span. The Bureau of Environmental Health, which 

protects the health of the citizens of Howard County from diseases and hazards found in the environment, will be sending a 

representative to speak at our April 8th GHCA meeting. Among topics to be discussed will be the science of septic, preventative 

maintenance, the types permitted in the County, and the potential dangers of some types of zoning uses utilizing septic. Please come 

early to sign in so that we may begin at 7:00 pm. 
  
Zoning Initiative: During the winter months, the Executive Committee of GHCA has kept busy.  Last year I wrote: “GHCA will join 

with DPZ, other citizens groups and other interests in western Howard County to form a study group. This group will propose changes 

to zoning in general.” I am pleased to report that GHCA is working with Concerned Citizens of Western Howard County, 

(CCWHC) to review all the zoning in the West, both residential and commercial. The focus will be on uses; both “matter of right” 

and “conditional.” We will examine the appropriateness of the uses themselves, as well as the conditional use process. Everything will 

be on the table.  
  
Highland Endangered? Yes, Highland is still on the Preservation Howard County's Endangered List. Here is the citation: 

“Highland Crossroads -- This community at Routes 108 and 216 was established in 1759 but commercial re-zoning and in-fill 

construction of new homes threaten its integrity.  Highland residents have fought tirelessly against new zoning and development 

threats but the loss of this historic crossroads is imminent." Board member Susan Scheidt made the successful nomination. 
  

GHCA Website 

Vernon Pursel continues to add features to the site. Changes are made frequently, and he is working on establishing a posting site for 

the hundreds of photos taken on various Highland Days. Go to: http://www.highlandmd.org/ and click on Highland Day, “A Look 

Back.” Here is a direct link: http://www.highlandmd.org/Look%20Back/Look_Back.html Comments: vpursel@comcast.net.  
  
  

    !!! The Scoop -- Sightings – Rumors – Bargains  
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!  

 Stinkbugs: Yes, we still have them emerging. Do you? Liz Davis has discovered that Ortho Home Defense Max contains 

an active ingredient that is lethal.  

 Reported by members: December 15, 6-7:00 pm, 25 to 30 police vehicles and a helicopter swarmed at the corner and Mink 

Hollow Road and Villadest Dr. There were also vehicles at Mink Hollow and Highland, and at the Hopkins Church.  Rumor 

has it that there was a car chase, car abandoned and a man with gun found on Deer Valley.  Does anyone know anything? I 

have searched the news and the Police reports to no avail.  

 Move Left and/or Slow Down: This new law took effect in MD last year. When approaching a police or emergency vehicle 

on the shoulder, if you don’t move left or maintain a “reasonable and prudent speed,” you could be ticketed at the discretion 

of the officer. Be careful out there!    

 “Weathering the Storm in Tough Economic Times” Sponsored by Congressman Elijah Cummings on Saturday March 5 

at 9:00-11:00 Am. Info: (410) 685-9199. 
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Support the Crossroads 
 

 This is a new section. We will publish it monthly even if a full newsletter is not published. We welcome all merchants and 

businesses to contact us with info at: danielol@aol.com.  

 Twist & Turn Tavern: See your issue of the Clipper Magazine for coupons. Some highlights: Happy Hour Mon-Fri, drinks 

and appetizers at ½ price; Thursday is Ladies Night with specials; Live music on fri; Karaoke on Sat; Sun. 4pm on ½ price 

wine.  

  
It’s membership renewal time again. Please rejoin/join GHCA.  Membership is $50 for the calendar year and your dues support the 

continued efforts of GHCA to represent your interests before Maryland/Howard County government, development interests, and 

community events. Only members may vote on important issues and in elections - and this year membership also includes a free copy 

of the “Highland Directory” for your use and enjoyment!  Pick one up at a Highland merchant or at the Post Office. 
Name:__________________________ 
Address: ________________________     
Phone: __________________________ 
Email:__________________________ 
  
Make Your Check Payable to GHCA and Mail to GHCA, PO Box 235, Highland, Maryland                            20777 
  

These Sponsors Made 

Highland Day Possible! 

Highland Groomery 

Hickory Ridge Farm 

 Pro-Built Construction 

Baltimore Sun Media Group 

Strategic Program Support, LLC 
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